REVEALED TRUTH.                     l6l

sense of the world, in earnest or in jest, disfran-
chises them from voting on the question, " What
is truth?" If they sincerely believe that such
men were able to forecast the future, and to pre-
dict the prevalence of their imposture all over
the world in spite of all effort to kill it, the inven-
tion and the results of it as we know them prove
these authors to be more miraculous characters
than that of the hero of their own story ; for it is
unquestionable that, in spite of their imputed ig-
norance and obscurity, they have mounted above
the loftiest flight of genius, and for eighteen cen-
turies have sustained themselves upon the wing,
confessedly the admiration of the world. This
is a standing miracle, growing in magnitude with
every year of the Gospel's success, and as such,
greater than any they have reported.

Infidels must admit, as Gibbon did, the facts of
Christianity to be historically true, and so itself
to be well founded, or attempt to show them no -
facts at all, and so itself to be a baseless fabric of
opinions. In either case their cause is logically
ruined.

For credulity like theirs, then, to turn critic
upon miracles of such miraculous men only pro-
vokes the laughter of common-sense. Hence our
champions of modern infidelity, like Strauss and
Renan, on this point at least, are quasi-mono-
maniacs. They seem to have had some little ap-
prehension of this judgment, since they cautious-
ly admit there was such a person as Jesus of Naz-
areth, a great and good man, who had no idea of
advancing the claims subsequently put forth in